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Filing Date: February 8, 2006 
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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING BY "EXPRESS MAIL" 
"EXPRESS MAIL" mailing label No. EV 548311986 US 
Date of Deposit: February 8, 2006 

I hereby certify that this paper or fee is being deposited with 
the United States Postal Service "Express Mail Post Office to 
Addressee" under 37 CFR 1.10 on the date indicated above 
and is address to: Mail Stop PCT, Commissioner for 
Patents, PO Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

By: Timothy Hubalik 



(signature of pe/son mailing papers or fee) 



Mail Stop PCT 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT UNDER 37 CF.R. §1.97(B) 

Pursuant to 37 CF.R. §§ 1.56 and 1.97(b), Applicants bring to the attention of the 
Examiner the references listed on the attached Form PTO-1449. This Information Disclosure 
Statement is being filed before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits for the 
above-referenced application. 

Enclosed are copies of 6 United States patents, 1 Japanese Patent Abstract and 1 German patent, 
with English translation. Also enclosed is a copy of the Search Report of the European Patent 
Application dated December 19, 2005, and a copy of the Examination Report of the German Patent and 
Trademark Office dated June 16, 2005. 
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Applicants respectfully request that the Exam|^^£0||^i; fl tft^H^JIocu^^i m 2006 1 
evidence that consideration of relevant portions thereof by making appropriate notations on the 
attached form. 

This submission does not represent that a search has been made or that no better art exists 
and does not constitute an admission that the listed references are material or constitute "prior 
art." If it should be determined that the listed references do not constitute "prior art" under 
United States law, Applicants reserve the right to present to the Office the relevant facts and law 
regarding the appropriate status of such documents. 

Applicants further reserve the right to take appropriate action to establish the patentability 
of the disclosed invention over the listed references, should one or more of the documents be 
applied against the claims of the present application. 

If there are any fees due in connection with the filing of this statement, please charge the 
fees to our Deposit Account No. 13-0019. 

Respectfully submitted, 




MAYER, BROWN, ROWE & MAW LLP 
P.O. Box 2828 
Chicago, IL 60690-2828 
(312) 701-8605 

Dated: February 8, 2006 
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE CITATION IN AN 
APPLICATION 

(Use several sheets if necessary) 


Docket Number (Optional) 

06017550 j, 


Application Number 

B/167611 




Applicant 

Hans-Guenter Benner et al. 




Filing Date 

February 8, 2006 


Group Art Unit 


U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


EXAMINER 
INITIAL 


DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


FILING DATE 
IF APPROPRIATE 




4,635,480 


1/13/87 












2003/0159507 Al 


8/28/03 












4,574,631 


3/11/86 












5,007,450 


4/16/91 












5,522,415 


6/4/96 












6,089,086 


7/18/00 










FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 




DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


Translation 




11237274 A 


8/31/99 


Japan Patent Abstract 






Yes 






EP0 932 031 Al 


7/28/99 


Germany 






Yes 
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EXAMINER 


DATE CONSIDERED 


EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP §609. Draw line through citation 
if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to the applicant. 
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